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will talk freely with his clients on other topics. When
the boat reaches the west end of the village, from
where it proceeds directly to the town, the agent has
collected a few dozens of bottles and a large number
of coppers. The people going to the town board the
the boat as it passes their houses. They do not pay
any fare.

Each boat has its own regular clients. The village
can be divided into two areas each served by two boats.
The two boats plying on the same stream draw their
clients from the same area. Thus they are in com-
petition with one another. But it is friendly com-
petition. If there are few passengers in one boat, it
will wait for the other and all the passengers will be
transferred to the one boat. The boat is rowed by the
young men passengers. The agent will classify the
bottles and containers according to the orders and
collect the coppers on the floor, he will join the
passengers in talking or will help them to bind the silk
in a proper form for selling.

From the village to the town takes two and a half
hours. The boat arrives there at about ten o'clock.
Each boat has connections with several stores in the
town, and from these the agent will buy the articles
ordered by the villagers. Salesmen in the stores
come down to the boat to fetch the bottles and con-
tainers and to receive their orders from the agent*
Before he returns to the boat in the afternoon, the agent
will visit the stores and pay the bills. The boat begins
to return at about two in the afternoon, and reaches
the village between four and five. Villagers wait at
their door to receive their goods as the boat passes.

One of the four boats had begun its service only
about two months before I reached the village; the